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is the glass half full 
or half empty?.. (2)
The optimist says the glass is half full.

The pessimist says the glass is half empty.

The logician says that where the glass is in process of being filled 
then it is half full; where it is in the process of being emptied then 
it is half empty; and where its status in terms of being filled or 
emptied is unknown then the glass is one in which a boundary 
between liquid and gas lies exactly midway between the inside 
bottom and the upper rim, assuming that the glass has parallel 
sides and rests on a level surface, and where it does not then the 
liquid/gas boundary lies exactly midway between the upper and 
lower equal halves of the available total volume of said glass.

The scientist says a guess based on a visual cue is inaccurate, 
so mark the glass at the bottom of the meniscus of the content, 
pour the content into a bigger glass; fill the empty glass with fresh 
content up to the mark; add the original content back in; if the 
combined content overflows the lip, the glass was more than half 
full; if it doesn’t reach the top, the glass was more than half empty; 
if it neither overflows nor fails to reach the top then it was either 
half-full or half-empty. Now what was the question again?

The fanatic thinks the glass is completely full, even though it isn’t. 

The entrepreneur sees the glass as undervalued by half its 
potential.

The grammarian says that while the terms half-full and half-empty 
are colloquially acceptable the glass can technically be neither 
since both full and empty are absolute states and therefore are 
incapable of being halved or modified in any way.


